
 

A wedding, a funeral, a baptism and a dedication  
 

Glenn Scott, minister at Edge Side Baptist Church, shares a good news story that spans across the generations. Read 
on and praise God! “Amazingly, the latest good news story at Edgeside Baptist begins way back in 1863 when   
Thomas Sutcliffe and his fiancée decided to postpone their wedding. Instead, they gave their savings to the pay some 
of the outstanding bills that occurred due to the building of the original Baptist chapel.  Little could they have known 
that 155 years later that God would still be honouring their faith and sacrifice.    
 

And so it is our story takes a jump of 153 years when sadly Margaret Cook, one of the long-standing members of the 
church, passed away. Her funeral took place in the new church in February 2016.  The funeral and the overall                    
bereavement had an impression on Margaret’s son Russel and his wife Bev.    
 

They decided to return to the church of their youth and soon found themselves involved in leading crafts at Messy 
Church and playing and singing in the worship group.  Bev attended baptism classes and was baptised on Easter             
Sunday in 2017. Then Russel and Bev’s Son and daughter in-law began attending church.  Matt and Rhiannon were             
expecting the birth of their first child and had a desire to bring her up in the Christian faith.  So we move along a few 
months and in April 2018, Chloe Margaret Cook was dedicated to God.   
 

We are of course, not really sure that those who are in the presence of Jesus really get to know about current events 
on earth or look down on us as we say.   But if they do, we are pretty sure that Margret Cook would be thrilled, but 
actually she wouldn’t be alone, because Thomas Sutcliffe and his wife would have been thrilled too.   This is because 
we have discovered that little Chloe, through her mother, Rhiannon, is actually Thomas's… great-great-great-great-
grand-daughter. The funny thing about all this is that we thought it was through Matt’s family that there was a church 
connection.  It was only a week or so before the dedication that we discovered the family connection through                  
Rhiannon.”    
 

For your consideration, reflection and prayers:  
What acts of ‘sacrificial faith’ have you taken recently?  
How easy do you find it to do the right thing or a ‘good thing’ knowing you might not see the fruit of this in your life:? 
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