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The Christian community of Openshaw Baptist Tabernacle is something of a transitional one, living in the ’now and the not
yet’ of an old building knocked down under compulsory purchase order, and a new building hoped for but not yet built.
Tim Presswood, who is part of the church, is also NWBA’s Transitional Regional Minister so ‘transition’ is something he is
familiar with! While there is no formal church building, the church body nonetheless seeks to be a Christian presence in the
community, and is involved in a number of local groups to connect with those living in the area. One of these is Rainbow
Haven, who are standing with refugees and asylum seekers in Manchester, where English classes are provided. In light of
the recent, horrendous terrorist attack at Manchester Arena, members of Rainbow Haven were greatly distressed, one
saying: “Teacher, my heart is so sore about this terrible thing. I came here to feel safe. Now I don’t feel safe any more.”
Based on their own experiences of war, torture and atrocity in their countries of origin, the learners were asked for their
advice to Mancunians on how to begin to cope in the aftermath of the atrocity. They suggested the following:
- Don’t let the bad people win. Talk to a friend if you are afraid.
- Call the Police if you see something wrong.
- Stand together and stay positive.
- Report anything suspicious and help the Police.
- We should campaign against terrorism and stay strong together.
- Have patience and courage. Trust each other. Don’t blame Muslims.
- Keep calm, be vigilant and trust the Police to help.
- Don’t believe everything on social media, don’t let the bad people win.
One commented: “I think Mancunians need to have patience, courage and to be strong together and to stop give[ing] the
fault to all the Muslims (here). They must know that this is not Islam. We can say we stand together. We do not fear of
terrorists at all. We will help Police and each other when we see anything wrong anywhere and will report them.
Another member of the group stressed the importance of not bottling up emotions for those affected, saying: “People
should talk about the terror attack with all the people affected to help avoid mental health problem. It is very bad. I think
it is best to tell Police if you’re suspicious and people can be stopped if we tell the Police as they can work out or discover
who is guilty. Choose to get on with life and not be scared.”

For your consideration, reflection and prayers:
What is your church’s relationship like with other faith communities in the area? How do we relate to Muslims at times like this?
Have recent events in London and Manchester brought any prejudices to the surface and what would it mean for us to respond in
a Christ-like way?
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