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Aintree Village Family Church, Merseyside
Last year, Aintree Village Family Church (AVFC), boosted by Home Mission funding for a full-time pastor, began
to explore partnering with Aintree Baptist Church (ABC). ABC was a smaller church with an aging congregation,
but with a building. In contrast, AVFC was a larger church with a pastor but with no building, and few
opportunities for outreach from rented premises. As the year drew to a close, it became more and more obvious
that the way forward would be for the two churches to come together as one. In March this year, a service of
amalgamation took place, with a number of opportunities for the two congregations to begin working together.

Doors are already opening for Rev. Geoff Bentley in the Primary School opposite the church building too. On phoning
the head teacher to introduce himself to the school, Geoff was greeted with the words ‘you are an answer to prayer.’
The head had been wondering how to get the school and church involved with each other. The church now allows parents to use their car park for the ‘school run’ and in return the school has allowed the church to use its premises for
parking. Some of the Key Stage 2 children from the school connected with the church to work on a ‘One Friday’
project. The church is still involved in Davenhill School in Aintree Village .
Geoff said, “Another really encouraging opportunity is that we’ve begun a Messy Church service from the building
too. We had done these as AVFC for a while but this was a new thing in the ABC building. It really enthused the congregation members from ABC. Now, as one church, we intend to continue on a regular basis with this outreach opportunity. We’re looking to start a parent and toddler group in the Autumn where mums can come with their little ones for
a fun morning, to meet with each other, meet with people from the church, and we pray, meet with God too.”

For your consideration, reflection and prayers:
Has your church considered ‘Messy Church’ as a means of connecting with the local community?
What is the relationship like between your church and the schools in your area? How could your church be a blessing
to the schools in your community?
Are there churches near you whereby working together could be of mutual benefit for both churches and the outreach
and mission of the church?
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